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Introduction  

 
Dispute over Kashmir 

Pakistan and India have other bilateral problems such as a territorial dispute over Siachen. 
They have difficulties in India Pakistan relations by end of 1990s.  Those followed a small 
scale Kargil war increasing militarism reflects the nature of conflict between both countries. 

Siachen is called the place of wild roses located in Karakorum range in Himalaya mountains  
Siachen is world's biggest glacier outside the polar region the glacier is located in the 
disputed Kashmir region and its claimed by India and Pakistan.  In spite of the severe climate 
the word Siachen ironically means the” place of wild roses”. In Shimla, both countries claim 
sovereignty over barren highs. Most of India-Pakistan border remains delineated as the LOC 
or Line of Control with their respective troops on either side. 

 

Violation of Peace Agreements 

The direct control of Siachen was a clear violation of both the agreements signed between 
these two contenders in 1949 and 1972 respectively Simla agreement LOC creates a violation 
and disturbance between both countries .human cost is paying by innocent people and 
soldiers .estimated Pakistani soldier is killed in every fourth day and  Indian soldier is killed 
every single day. “India and Pakistan must live in peaceful coexistence as defense without 
development is neither viable nor acceptable. While every life is precious, the security of the 
nation cannot be compromised. Pakistan has launched several attempts to displace the Indian 
forces, but with little success. For last 28 years, countless lives from both the sides have been 
lost due to the hard climate. India knew that if Siachen glacier is in control of Pakistan then it 
can strongly bind friendly relationship with china and this is creating tension in the core of 
India. In 1960s, China had no intension to play any specific role in this region but now China 
has emerged as a challenging economic and military power; and needs to find new markets, 
new sources of energy and new active role. Firstly, Siachen is strategically located between 
Pakistan occupied Kashmir and China. Keeping hold on the glacier is important in the 
backdrop of construction of Karakoram Highway and coming up China Pakistan Economic 
corridor. There are security implications for the Nubra, Shyok and Ladakh regions. Secondly, 
India presently occupies all the vital strategic heights on the Glacier and the withdrawal of 
troops to lower areas may prompt Pakistan to occupy them. To regain the vital commanding 
heights would be next to impossible after withdrawing from them. Thirdly, India feels that 
Siachen is its territory and rightfully belongs to it. So, it becomes the duty of the armed forces 
to guard them.  



It is argued that the Indian Army also guards similar inhospitable terrains like Dras, Kargil 
etc.  India’s selfish interest behind this conflict was also the major cause of the problem. Due 
to its strategic location, India wants to conquer K.2. He also wants to reach at Karakoram 
Highway and intervene between the Pak-China relations. Even an Indian Senior Army 
official claimed that glacier was important not just strategically but also a “5,000 square km 
water reservoir” of the future. China and Pakistan want demilitarization of Siachen. 

Indian ‘s claim: India stance is that the LOC runs from point NJ 9842 along the watersheds 

formed by the Saltoro ridge that puts the entire Siachen glacier with in Indian Territory. 

 

Pakistan’s claim: Pakistan claims that the line joins point NJ 9842 with the Karakoram 
Pass that lies towards the northeast, putting Siachen within its territory. 

India is spending much more as compared to Pakistan on the Siachen Glacier and its side of 
the logistics route. It needs mostly air transportation by helicopters to sustain its frontline 
troops, which entails a very heavy cost on its defense budget. Manning Siachen glacier has 
become one of the costliest affairs for Indian and Pakistani armies both in terms of economy 
and man power both countries have high expenses occurred on this dispute. High quality 
equipment and clothing for soldiers posted in high-altitude areas. It is estimated that on an 
average, India spends Rs. 5 corers a day for manning Siachen glacier In 1984, India got 
intelligence inputs that Pakistan is planning to occupy Siachen glacier, India launched 
Operation Meghadoot on 13 April 1984 and occupied strategic positions along the Saltoro 
ridge and since then the glacier is under the administrative control of India. The Indian army 
holds on to the tactical advantages of high ground, while the Pakistani forces are control 
belter. 

 

Steps to resolve the Kashmir issue 

India wants Pakistan to verify the map and remained insistent on accepting actual ground 
position line. The Indian position is that both nations should jointly demarcate the current 
troop positions in the region. While Pakistan maintained its earlier proposal to demilitarize 
the region and secondly Pakistan agrees that issue should be resolved with talks but it’s 
strongly demarcation of troop’s positions. A year after India took over the glacier in 1984, 
talks started. After 13 rounds both sides are in agreement that Siachen glacier should be 
demilitarized as it is very tough to maintain army over there, efforts to de militarize the 
glacier was between Indo-Pak negotiation politician were Rajiv Gandhi and Benazir Bhutto. 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 

Firstly, we concluded that, both countries keep negotiation and solved their problem by talks 
declaring the area a peace park, joint patrolling of the region and maintaining international peace 
keeping force being deployed in the region. Human cost, financial cost and environment issue gave a 
harmful and negative effect on both sides. Siachen is a complex issue which involves not only India 
and Pakistan but also China, which it is directly and indirectly involved in this issue as China has its 
own economic interest with Pakistan and beyond. Chinese interest and involvement has strengthened 
the Pakistani position on Siachen but on the other hand, China desire to control Gwadar port would 
involve Pakistan into very multifaceted situation as United States and India would not like the 
Chinese presence there. Currently present, Indian Army controls the entire Saltoro ridge. There is no 
presence of Pakistani troops on the Siachen glacier. Moreover, the nearest Pakistani locations are on 
the lower reaches of the Saltoro ridge. 
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